
 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
We need your support to help protect young people across Staffordshire from knife crime. 
Although knife crime levels are relatively low, and it’s thought that only 1% of young people 
aged 10 to 29 actually carry a knife, the impact of knife crime can affect a whole family  as well 
as the wider community. 

 
Through education and awareness raising, we’re working to highlight the dangers and 
consequences of knife crime, both to parents and carers, and to the young people themselves, 
through the Ditch the Blade multi-agency campaign. There will be a week of increased 
promotion from Monday 16th to Sunday 22nd May 2022, so you may see increased coverage 
about knife crime during this period. 
 
People often stereotype, but the truth is that any child from any background may be carrying a 
knife, and if they do so they’re putting themselves in danger as the knife they’re carrying can 

be used against them. As well as injury, they could also face a criminal record just for carrying 
a knife, which could impact their future opportunities.  
 
To bring this issue out into the open, we’re encouraging everyone to start a conversation with 
their family, reinforcing the message that it’s not normal behaviour to carry a knife.  
 
It can be hard to start a conversation, so to get started we’d recommend you: 
 

• Pick a place where everyone feels comfortable 

• Be honest and tell them if you have concerns, or are worried about them 
• Be patient, they may not want to open up straight away 
• Offer support and a safe space 

 
If you have concerns that your child, or another child you know, may be carrying a knife, you 
can find advice, real life experiences, and links to support organisations on the Ditch the Blade 
page of the Staffordshire Police website: www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade  

Please reach out for support so we can help you through this.   
 
If you have queries about knife crime, we’ll be holding an anonymous online chat on 
Wednesday 18th May, from 7pm to 8pm. You can ask a question in advance or on the night by 
following this link https://app.sli.do/event/62T86GHnuDoJui3zF3wy9q or scanning the QR code 
 

 

http://www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade
https://app.sli.do/event/62T86GHnuDoJui3zF3wy9q


 

 

We know that the overwhelming majority of young people will never carry, or be affected by 
knife crime, but by bringing this topic out into open and seeking your support, we hope that we 
can collectively make a difference.  
 
Best wishes, 

 

                                        
Chief Inspector Rob Hessell            Mark Sutton              
Knife Crime Lead      Cabinet Member for Children & Young People 
Staffordshire Police           Staffordshire County Council 
 
 


